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City Seeks to Improve Pedestrian Conditions for Sanford

The City of Sanford has received funding from the North Carolina Department of Transportation Division
of Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation, to prepare a Comprehensive
Pedestrian Plan. The City has hired the erm of McGill Associates to
prepare the plan, working with the City Planning Department and a
Steering Committee. Members of the Steering Committee are:

- Sandra Boyd —Lee County Public Health, Health Education
Supervisor
- Bob Bridwell — City of Sanford Department of Planning, Director
- Reid Cagle — Lee County Public Schools, Transportation Director
- Helen Chaney — NCDOT, Transportation Planner |
- Ray Covington — Jonesboro Representative
- Victor Czar — City of Sanford Public Works, Director
- Debbie Davidson — Lee County Senior Services, COLTS
- Chuck Dumas — NCDOT, District Engineer for District 2 in Division 8
- James Garner — NCDOT, Assistant District Engineer for District 2 in Division 8
- Kevin M. Gray — City of Sanford Police Department, Major
- Joni Martin — Downtown Sanford, Inc., Board Member
- Parker McConville — Interested Citizen
- David Montgomery — City of Sanford Department of Planning, Chief
Planner
- John Payne — Lee County Parks and Recreation, Director
Ronnie Turner — City of Sanford Planning Commission,
Chairman

The project kicked off in March of 2009 with a meeting between the
Steering Committee, the Planning Department and representatives
from McGill Associates. Input from the Steering Committee gave
direction and information for the development of the Pedestrian Plan.
The Steering Committee and City Staff will continue to oversee the
production of the pedestrian plan and review the consultant’s work.

The Pedestrian Plan will examine the condition and extent of the existing pedestrian network in Sanford.
It will make recommendations for improvements to the existing network and propose the addition of
needed facilities. The enal product will include proposals for an improved network that will provide
pedestrian corridors throughout the City, linking the surrounding neighborhoods to downtown Sanford

and Jonesboro Heights.
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Community Workshop Held

A community workshop was held to gather information from
the public about pedestrian needs in the City of Sanford.
The workshop was held in the Old Train Depot in Depot
Park on the weekend of April 25 and 26, 2009.
Community members attending the Farmers Market
and Sanford Criterion were invited into the Depot
to participate in the workshop. Over 70 citizens
participated.

Maps of the City showing the existing pedestrian
network and major destinations were provided.
Participants were asked to mark problem areas
on the maps. These problems ranged from
areas without sidewalks, intersections without
crosswalks or needed pedestrian signals and
areas with a lot of pedestrian trafec.

Participants were also encouraged to mark areas where
they thought new pedestrian facilities were needed. These
facilities included both sidewalks,

crosswalks and greenways.

Some of the areas marked as problem areas included the US421
corridor, Carthage Street between Wicker Street and Fields Drive,
Third Street, the intersection of Hawkins Avenue and Charlotte
Avenue and the railroad tracks on Charlotte Avenue and Mclver
Street. Participants mentioned the lack of pedestrian facilities
to Kiwanis Children’s Park, Kiwanis Family Park and to all of the
schools in the City.

The information gathered is to be used in forming the proposed
pedestrian network for the City of Sanford.
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Community Pedestrian Survey

A community survey on pedestrian issues was held in conjunction with the development of a
Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan for the City of Sanford. The survey was passed out during the opening
weekend of the Farmers Market and during the Sanford Criterion. The survey was also available on-
line on the City of Sanford’s website.

Information received from the survey is being used to develop a comprehensive pedestrian network for
the City. Input included information on how people use the existing pedestrian network and what

would encourage them to walk more often than they currently do. The most often cited reasons for not
walking now are the lack of sidewalks, not enough greenway trails and dangerous intersections. The
most popular destination for walkers was Depot Park, followed by the downtown area.
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Site Survey

The consulting !'rm hired to develop Sanford’s Pedestrian
Plan, has undertaken a walking/driving tour of the existing
pedestrian facilities in Sanford. Members of McGill
Associates have been driving and walking through key
neighborhoods and districts taking photographs and
making notes about the
extent and condition of
the City's sidewalks
and intersections.
The maps resulting
from this survey will
form the basis for the
new, proposed Pedestrian
Network for Sanford.
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