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BUILDING PERMIT FEES 
RESIDENTIAL 

RESIDENTIAL 
(New) 

Includes all Single Family Dwellings, Duplexes, and Townhouses. 

Building Permit Fee: 
Square Footage up to 1500 sq. ft.: $240 Basic Fee. 
Square Footage over 1500 sq. ft.: Multiply by $0.20 + $240.00 (Basic Fee) 
North Carolina Licensed General Contractors add $10.00 Homeowner Recovery 
Fund. (G.S.§ 87-15.6). 

RESIDENTIAL 
(Modular Homes) 

Additional permits shall be obtained for porches, basements, garages and additional 
structural alterations to the modular home in accordance with the appropriate fee 
schedule. Please be aware that separate permits are required for electrical, mechanical 
and plumbing. 

In accordance with G.S.§ 87-1 and F.S.§ 143-139.1:  any person, firm or corporation that 
undertakes to erect a modular building must have either a valid NC General Contractors 
License or provide a $5,000 Surety Bond. 

Building Permit Fee: 
1500 sq.ft. or Less - $135.00 
1501 – 2000 sq. ft. - $170.00 
2001 sq.ft. and Up - $205.00 

MANUFACUTRED 
HOMES 

Manufactured Home Setup Fee only.  Refer to Electrical, Plumbing and Plumbing 
Fee Schedule for other permits. 

Single-Wide $50.00 each 
Double-Wide $70.00 each 
Triple-Wide $85.00 each 

OTHER 
RESIDENTIAL 

CONSTRUCTION 
Includes all Residential Additions. 

Building Permit Fee: 
Square Footage shall be used to calculate building permit fees. 
Estimated Cost of Construction is determined at $80/sq. ft. for Heated Space, 
$40/sq. ft. for Unheated Space and $25/sq. ft. for Unheated Porches, Shelters or 
Decks. 
Building permit fee shall be calculated by: $2.50 per $1,000 of Estimated Cost of  
Construction (from calculation above). 
Minimum Building Permit Fee is $60.00. 

OTHER 
RESIDENTIAL 

CONSTRUCTION 
Includes all Residential Renovations, Repairs, and Other Residential 
Construction not listed elsewhere. 

Building Permit Fee: 
Permit Fee is Calculated based on Applicants Estimated Cost of Construction. 
(Bid, quote, or estimate must be provided with permit application). 
Building permit fee shall be calculated by: $2.50 per $1,000 of Applicants Estimated 
Cost of Construction. 
Minimum Building Permit Fee is $60.00. 
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BUILDING PERMIT FEES 

COMMERCIAL 
 

 
COMMERCIAL 

(New) 

 
50,000 Square Feet and Less. 

Building Permit Fee: Estimated Cost of Construction shall be determined by multiplying the total gross building  
square footage by the cost per square foot for Type of Occupancy listed below; 
 
Permit Fee = Estimated Cost of Construction (from above) divided by $1,000, multiplied by $4 

 Assembly $100 
Business $85 
Educational $100 
Factory/Industrial $100 
Hazardous $100 
Institutional $120 
Mercantile $100 
Residential $100 
Storage $50 Heated 

$45 Unheated 
Utility and Miscellaneous $50 Heated 

$45 Unheated 
Mixed Occupancy Highest Cost per Sq.Ft. of Occupancy Types 

 
COMMERCIAL 

(New) 
50,000 Square Feet and More. 
 

Building Permit Fee: Estimated Cost of Construction shall be determined by: 
 
1. Multiplying the first 50,000 square feet of the total building gross square footage by 

the cost per square foot for Type of Occupancy listed below. 
 
2. Multiplying the square footage in excess of 50,000 square feet by the cost per square 

foot for Type of Occupancy listed below and add to figure from above. 
 
Permit Fee = Estimated Cost of Construction (from 1 above), divided by $1,000, 
multiplied by $4 
Plus 
Estimated Cost of Construction (from 2 above), divided by $1,000, multiplied by $1. 

 Assembly $100 
Business $85 
Educational $100 
Factory/Industrial $100 
Hazardous $100 
Institutional $120 
Mercantile $100 
Residential $100 
Storage $50 Heated 

$45 Unheated 
Utility and Miscellaneous $50 Heated 

$45 Unheated 
Mixed Occupancy Highest Cost per Sq.Ft. of Occupancy Types 
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BUILDING PERMIT FEES 
COMMERCIAL (continued) 

 
 

 
COMMERCIAL 

(New) 

 
Modular Units. 

 
Building Permit Fee: 

 
Estimated Cost of Construction shall be determined by multiplying the total gross building  
square footage by the cost per square foot for Type of Occupancy listed below; 
 
Permit Fee = Estimated Cost of Construction (from above) divided by $1,000, multiplied by $4 
 

 Assembly $100 
Business $85 
Educational $100 
Factory/Industrial $100 
Hazardous $100 
Institutional $120 
Mercantile $100 
Residential $100 
Storage $50 Heated 

$45 Unheated 
Utility and Miscellaneous $50 Heated 

$45 Unheated 
Mixed Occupancy Highest Cost per Sq.Ft. of Occupancy Types 

 
 

OTHER 
COMMERCIAL 

CONSTRUCTION 

 
Includes all Commercial Renovations, Repairs, and Other Commercial 
Construction not listed elsewhere. 

 
Building Permit Fee: 

Permit Fee is Calculated based on Applicants Estimated Cost of Construction. 
(Bid, quote, or estimate must be provided with permit application). 
Building permit fee shall be calculated by: $4.00 per $1,000 of Applicants Estimated 
Cost of Construction. 
Minimum Building Permit Fee is $60.00. 
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BUILDING PERMIT FEES 
MISCELLANEOUS 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BUILDING PERMITS 

Items not shown elsewhere in 
Fee Schedule. Minimum Fee.  Items not shown.  $60.00 
Change of Occupancy Permit $60.00 each 
Daycare Permit $75.00 each 
Demolition Permit $90.00 Permit Fee plus Post $500 Bond (Cash, Certified Check or Money Order per 

permit). 
Footing/Foundation Permit $60.00 each 
Malt Beverage License 
Inspection 

$60.00 each 

Moving Building Permit $90.00 Permit Fee plus Post $500 Bond (Cash, Certified Check or Money Order per 
permit). 

Swimming Pool 
(For Setbacks Only) 

$60.00 each 

Tent Permit $60.00 each 
Outdoor Advertising Sign 
(For Lee County Only) 

$90.00 each 

Other Signs $60.00 each 

RAP\C\Permits\FeeSch02-03 5 



ELECTRICAL PERMIT FEES 

RESIDENTIAL

RESIDENTIAL (New): 
Basic Fee $135.00 (up to 200 Amps) 
Basic Fee plus $20.00 per each 100 Amps over 200 Amps 
RESIDENTIAL (Renovations) (Maximum Fee $135.00): 
Basic Fee $60.00 plus any of the following that apply: 
$5.00 per Special Outlet (Dryer/Electric Stove/Etc) 
$25.00 per subpanel 
RESIDENTIAL (Room Additions) (Maximum Fee $135.00): 
Basic Fee $60.00 
plus Room Additions - $40.00 per Room Addition. 
plus $5.00 per Special Outlet (Dryer/Electric Stove/Etc). 
plus $25.00 per subpanel. 
MANUFACTURED HOME Basic Fee $55.00 each 
MODULAR HOMES $75.00 each 

COMMERCIAL 

0-200 Amps $115.00 plus $5.00 per Special Outlet, plus $40.00 per subpanel 
201-400 Amps $135.00 plus $5.00 per Special Outlet, plus $40.00 per subpanel 
401-600 Amps $145.00 plus $5.00 per Special Outlet, plus $40.00 per subpanel 
601-800 Amps $165.00 plus $5.00 per Special Outlet, plus $40.00 per subpanel 
801-1000 Amps $175.00 plus $5.00 per Special Outlet, plus $40.00 per subpanel 
1001-2000 Amps $255.00 plus $5.00 per Special Outlet, plus $40.00 per subpanel 
2001 & Up AMPS $330.00 plus $5.00 per Special Outlet, plus $40.00 per subpanel 
*Special Outlets – 30 Amp/240 Volt or Greater*

MISCELLANEOUS 
ELECTRICAL PERMITS 

Items not shown elsewhere in 
Fee Schedule. 

Minimum Fee. Items not shown. $60.00 

Conditional Power Fee $60.00 
Fire Alarm $60.00 
Electrical for Mechanical 
Change Outs 

$40.00 

Power Restoration $60.00 
Accessory Building $60.00 
Service Change (Up to 100 
amps) 

$60.00 

Service Change (125-200 Amps) $75.00 
Signs $60.00 
Special Outlets $60.00 Minimum Fee plus $5.00 each (Special Outlets – 30 Amp/240 Volt or Greater) 
Swimming Pool Grounding $60.00 
Temporary Power Pole $60.00 
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MECHANICAL PERMIT FEES 

RESIDENTIAL 
Items not shown elsewhere in Fee Schedule. Minimum Fee.  Items not shown.  $60.00 
Gas Heating Unit w/ A/C Unit (2 Separate Units/1 System) $75.00 per system 
Gas Pack $70.00 each 
Heatpump $75.00 each 
Single Air Conditioning Unit $60.00 each 
Single Heating Unit 
(Gas Furnace, Electric Heat, Etc.) 

$60.00 each 

Gas Accessories. (Gas Logs, Fireplace, Dryer, Range, Grill, Space 
Heater, Lights, Woodburning Inserts, Etc.) 

$50.00 each 

Gas Piping/Pressure Test $40.00 / 1st Unit 
$8.00 per additional unit 

Air Handler or Outdoor Condenser - Change Outs (not heat pumps) $60.00 each unit 
Ductwork Additions $60.00 Basic Fee 

COMMERCIAL 
Basic Fee *$60.00  plus any of the following that apply: 
Boilers *(Up to 15 tons) $9.00 per ton 

 (16 tons and up) Total above plus $3.00 per ton thereafter 
Chillers: *(Up to 15 tons) $9.00 per ton 

 (16 tons and up) Total above plus $3.00 per ton thereafter 
Gas Pack: *(Up to 15 tons) $9.00 per ton 

 (16 tons and up) Total above plus $3.00 per ton thereafter 
Heat Pump: *(Up to 15 tons) $9.00 per ton 

 (16 tons and up) Total above plus $3.00 per ton thereafter 
Refrigeration: *(Up to 15 tons) $9.00 per ton 

 (16 tons and up) Total above plus $3.00 per ton thereafter 
Gas Appliances *$3.00 per 10,000 BTU’s 
Gas Heating Unit *$3.00 per 10,000 BTU’s 
Gas Heating Unit w/ A/C Unit (2 Separate Units/1 System) *$3.00 per 10,000 BTU’s 
Gas Piping/Pressure Test *$40.00 / 1st Unit 

 $8.00 Per Additional Unit 
Air Handler or Outdoor Condenser - Change Outs (not heat 
pumps) 

$60.00 each unit 

Ductwork Additions $60.00 Basic Fee 
Canopy Hood (does not require licensed contractor) *$60.00 each 
(For calculation purposes: • Horsepower to BTU:  1 HP = 33.475 BTU

• 12,000BTU = 1 Ton)
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PLUMBING PERMIT FEES 

RESIDENTIAL (New) 
Basic Fee $60.00 plus 
$25.00 for every Full Bath 
$20.00 for every Half Bath 

RESIDENTIAL (Modular Homes) 
Basic Fee $60.00 plus 
$5.50 for water line 
$5.50 for sewer line 
Unfinished Baths require a separate permit at the time of Fit Up. 

RESIDENTIAL (Manufactured Homes) 
Basic Fee $50.00 

OTHER RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION 
Basic Fee $60.00 plus 
$5.50 per fixture (see plumbing permit application). 

COMMERCIAL (New) 
Basic Fee $60.00 plus 
$5.50 per fixture (see plumbing permit application). 

COMMERCIAL (Modular) 
Basic Fee $60.00 plus 
$5.50 for water line 
$5.50 for sewer line 

MISCELLANEOUS PLUMBING PERMITS 
Basic Fee $60.00 plus 
$5.50 per fixture (see plumbing permit application). 

RECORD RESEARCH 

Permit Activity Computer Printouts $100.00 
Archives/History Research (Per Permit) $20.00 per hour. 
Copies (per page) $0.35per page 
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FIRE PREVENTION PERMIT FEES 
 

 
FEE SCHEDULE 

 
Permits       $ 50.00 each 
Any required permits listed in Section 
105 of the NC Fire Prevention Code  
(Unless otherwise noted) 
 
 
Routine Maintenance Inspections   $ N/C 
 
Fire Code Violations*     $ 75.00 each 
*(No charge if violations have been corrected by the scheduled re-inspection date) 
 

 
CONSTRUCTION REVIEWS/INSPECTIONS 

 
Plan Reviews**      $ 50.00 each plus $0.02 per sq. ft. 
 
Certificate of Occupancy    $ N/C  
 
Fire Protection Systems  
(New and Renovations) 
 
Sprinkler Systems**     $ 50.00 plus $0.02 per sq. ft. 
 
Standpipes**      $ 50.00 plus $0.02 per sq. ft. 
 
Fire Alarm Systems**     $ 50.00 plus $0.02 per sq. ft.  
 
Hood Systems**     $ 75.00 
 
Paint Booths**      $ 100.00 
 
Other Extinguishing Systems**    $ 100.00 
 
Re Test       $ 100.00 
 
*Fire Code violations are per each Code Section that is not complaint. i.e. multiple exit signs out of service equals 1 
violation, multiple fire protection systems out of service equals multiple violations. 
 
**Construction permits for all Fire Protection systems shall be subject to the plan review fees noted above. All construction 
permits include first acceptance test as may be required. Re-test will be additional. 
 
Permits will be renewed based upon the State mandated inspection schedule. All required permit fees are valid until 
change of occupancy use, ownership and/or tenant, or until revoked due to non-compliance. 
 

OTHER PERMIT FEES 
 

Exhibits and Trade Shows    $ 25.00 each or $250.00 annually 
Liquid or Gas Fueled Vehicles/Equipment  $ 25.00 each 
(In assembly buildings) 
Temporary Membrane Structures   $ 50.00 each 
(Tent, Canopies and Air Supported Structures) 
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Burning Permits $ 75.00 each 
(Land Clearing Only)  
ABC Inspections $ 100.00 each 
Amusement Building  $ 100.00 each 
Carnivals/Fairs  $ 100.00 each 
Combustible Dust Producing Operations $ 100.00 each 
Covered Mall Buildings $ 100.00 each 
Explosives $ 100.00 each 
Fireworks Display $ 100.00 each Plus Stand by Personnel 
Flammable/Combustible Liquids $ 100.00 each 
(Only mandated according to NC Fire Prevention Code) 
Fumigation/Insecticide/Fogging $ 100.00 each 
Private Fire Hydrant Removal  $ 100.00 each 
Spraying/Dipping $ 100.00 each 
Tank Removal/Installation $ 100.00 each 
STANDBY PERSONNEL $ 40.00 per hour per Firefighter plus 

$ 250.00 per engine 

Minimum of 4 men Engine Company, billed for each hour or portion thereof. 

Any work started prior to proper permits being issued is subject to 100% penalty. (Permit fees x2) 

FINES 

Open Burning Without Permit $ 100.00 each 

Parking in Fire Lane $ 50.00 each 

No Key Holder Response $ 100.00 each 

Nuisance Alarms 
4th Alarm***  $ 100.00 each 
5th Alarm and over*** $ 500.00 each 

***3 Nuisance alarms per calendar year at no charge.  
Nuisance alarms = any alarm caused by mechanical failure, malfunction, or an alarm activated by a cause that cannot be 
determined. Essentially, any alarm, which occurs as a result of a condition that is not normal, or the intended operation of 
the system. 

LIFE SAFETY VIOLATIONS 

1st OFFENSE $ 150.00 
2nd OFFENSE $ 300.00 
3rd OFFENSE $ 1,000.00 

Life safety violations include any locked, blocked or otherwise impeded means of egress, any deficiencies or impairments, 
in any fire suppression, detection and or notification devices and or systems, or any other violation that in the opinion of 
the Fire Code Official may be harmful to any building occupants including but, not limited to overcrowding.  
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SPECIAL NOTES 

1. FAILURE TO SECURE PERMIT

Failure to obtain the appropriate permit before construction begins shall result in a 100% penalty (double fees). 
Commencement of or proceeding with any work of which a permit is required by the State Building Code or any 
other state or local laws (shall include digging footings or moving manufactured homes on site). 
(G.S. § 153A-357, G.S. § 160A-417; G.S. § 153A-354, G.S. § 160A-414; G.S. § 153A-352, G.S. § 160A-412). 

2. ISSUANCE OF PERMITS

Individual trades are responsible for purchasing their respective permits (no blanket permits are issued). 

If a building permit is required for any job, the building permit must be issued prior to issuance of any trade 
permits. 

All approvals from other regulatory agencies (local, state, and federal) must be documented (i.e. zoning approval, 
erosion control, historic district, environmental health, etc.) before building permits will be issued.  (G.S. § 153A-357, 
G.S. § 153A-363, G.S. § 160A417, G.S. § 160A-423). 

It is the contractor’s responsibility to meet all requirements of license limitations when making application for permits. 
(G.S. § 87-14, G.S. § 87-21(e), G.S. § 87-43.1, G.S. § 87-58, G.S. § 153A-134, G.S. § 153A-357, G.S. § 160A-194, G.S. § 
160A-417). 

The Permit Coordinator will notify the applicant at which time the permit is prepared for issuance and the cost of the 
permit. 

BUILDING PERMITS 

The North Carolina Building Code requires that a permit be issued for “The construction, reconstruction, alteration, 
repair, movement to another site, removal, or demolition of any building or structure;” Accessory Buildings with any 
dimension greater than twelve (12) feet are required to meet the provisions of the North Carolina Residential Code for 
One- and Two-Family Dwellings.   

“No permit …shall be required for any construction, installation, repair, replacement, or alteration costing Five Thousand 
Dollars ($5,000) or less in any single family residence or farm building unless the work involves: the addition, repair, or 
replacement of load bearing structures;” 

• Building permits will be issued to a properly licensed North Carolina General Contractor.

OR 
• To the owner of the property on which the building is to be built and occupied by said owner for at least twelve (12)

months following completion (no rental property).  Volume I-A, G.S. 87-1. 

OR 
• To an individual when a general contractor’s license is not required.  The cost of the undertaking cannot exceed thirty

thousand dollars ($30,000). 
Permits will be issued personally to the license holder of record only.  A bonafide employee of the licensee will be 
allowed to obtain permits upon submittal of the “Authorization for Permit Application by Employee of Licensed 
Contractor Form”. 

General Contractors Licensing Limitations:  If the estimated cost of construction from the fee schedule exceeds a 
contractor’s license limitations a copy of the original bid, quote or estimate will be required prior to permit issuance. 
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HOMEOWNER RECOVERY FUND: 

Pursuant to δ87-15.6 (b), whenever a general contractor applies for the issuance of a permit for the construction of any 
single-family residential dwelling unit or for the alteration of an existing single-family residential dwelling unit, a 
($10.00) fee shall be collected from the general contractor for each dwelling unit to be constructed or altered under the 
permit.  The City of Sanford shall forward four dollars ($9.00) of each fee collected to the Board of General 
Contractors, on a quarterly basis and the city may retain one dollar ($1.00) of each fee collected.  The Board shall 
deposit the fees received into the General Fund. 

ELECTRICAL PERMITS 

Electrical permits are required for “The installation, extension, alteration, or general repair of any electrical wiring, 
devices, appliances, or equipment.” 

Electrical permits are issued to a North Carolina properly licensed North Carolina Electrical Contractor 

OR 
Property owners requesting to perform electrical work upon their own property when such property is not intended 
at the time for rent, lease, or sale will be required to take and pass an electrical exam prepared by this office.  (G.S. § 
87-43.1 Exceptions). 

Permits will be issued personally to the license holder of record only.  A bonafide employee of the licensee will be 
allowed to purchase permits upon submittal of the Authorization for Permit Application by Employee of Licensed 
Contractor Form. 

Temporary Service Poles 

Temporary Service Poles Inspections are to be made in conjunction with the footing or foundation inspection (permit 
fee is waived with new building construction only).  In order to erect a temporary pole prior to or after the footing or 
foundation inspection or for renovations or additions, an electrical permit for the temporary pole must be obtained 
(see fee schedule). 

MECHANICAL PERMITS 

Mechanical permits are required for “The installation, extension, alteration or general repair of any heating or cooling 
system;” 

• Mechanical permits are issued to a properly licensed North Carolina Mechanical Contractor

OR 
• To the owner of the building that occupies the building provided that the permit holder performs the work

themselves (no rental property or commercial projects). Volume I-A, G.S. 87-21(a)(5)(ii). 

NOTE:  Mechanical change-outs and/or relocation of mechanical units require an electrical permit as described above. 

Permits will be issued personally to the license holder of record only.  A bona fide employee of the licensee will be 
allowed to purchase permits upon submittal of the Authorization for Permit Application by Employee of Licensed 
Contractor Form. 

Grease Canopy Hoods do not require a licensed contractor. 
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MANUFACTURED HOME PERMITS 
 
 
 
A licensed Dealer or Setup Contractor must obtain Manufactured Home Permits.  The owner is allowed to obtain a 
manufactured home permit only if they are actually setting up the home themselves. 

 
Any manufactured home moved to the site prior to issuance of the necessary permits required will be removed from 
the site until such time that the proper permits are approved and issued. 
 
Manufactured home plumbing permits are required for setup contractors who will complete the plumbing 
connections underneath the home only.  A North Carolina licensed plumbing contractor will be required to obtain a 
separate permit to make utility connections (water/sewer). 

 
MODULAR PERMITS 

 
A building permit is required for modular homes. 
 
In accordance with G.S. 87-1 and G.S. 143-139.1, any person, firm or corporation that undertakes to erect a modular 
building must have either a valid North Carolina General Contractors License or provide a five thousand dollar ($5,000) 
surety bond for each modular building to be erected. 
 
The permit fee is for the modular setup (footing, foundation, and final).  Additional building permits shall be obtained for 
porches, basements, garages, and additional structural alterations to the modular unit in accordance with the permit fee 
schedule.  A separate permit is required for electrical, mechanical and plumbing permits. 
 

NO TEMPORARY SERVICE WILL BE AUTHORIZED FOR ANY MODULAR CONSTRUCTION. 
 

PLUMBING PERMITS 
 

Plumbing permits are required for “The installation, extension, alteration or general repair of any plumbing system;” 

• Plumbing permits are issued to a properly licensed North Carolina Plumbing Contractor 

OR 

• To the owner of the building that occupies the building provided that the permit holder performs the work 
themselves (no rental property or commercial projects).  G.S. 87-21(a)(5)(ii). 

 
Permits will be issued personally to the license holder of record only.  A bona fide employee of the licensee will be 
allowed to purchase permits upon submittal of the “Authorization for Permit Application by Employee of Licensed 
Contractor Form”. 
 
Manufactured home plumbing permits are required for setup contractors who will complete the plumbing 
connections underneath the home only.  A North Carolina licensed plumbing contractor will be required to obtain a 
separate permit to make utility connections (water/sewer). 
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RENTAL PROPERTY 

Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing Permits will not be issued to the owners of rental property. 

• Rental Property – Building Permits

Building Permits will be issued to the owner or an unlicensed General Contractor where the cost of the 
undertaking is less than $30,000.  Projects valued at $30,000 or more require that the permit be issued to a North 
Carolina Licensed General Contractor only. (G.S.§ 87-1). 

• Rental Property – Electrical Permits

Electrical Permits will be issued to North Carolina Licensed Electrical Contractors only. 
(G.S.§ 87-43.1 (5a) ). 

• Rental Property – Mechanical Permits

Mechanical Permits will be issued to North Carolina Licensed Mechanical Contractors only. 
(G.S.§ 87-21 (a)(5)(ii) ). 

• Rental Property – Plumbing Permits

Plumbing Permits will be issued to North Carolina Licensed Plumbing Contractors only. (G.S.§ 87-21 (a)(5)(ii)). 

RENEWING EXPIRED PERMITS: 

If any permit expires or is revoked, or if any other permit issued by the inspection department becomes invalid 
because of no activity, the applicant must apply for a new permit to be issued and pay the appropriate fees. 

In order for the requirement that additional fees be paid for re-issuance of an expired permit be waived, the 
owner/contractor must show proof of work being performed on the job (i.e., valid receipts for labor, materials etc., 
during the period in which no inspections were performed.) (G.S.§ 153A-354, G.S. § 160A-414). 

PERMIT REFUNDS 

Permit fees are non-refundable, unless no work has been performed and no inspections have been made. (G.S.§ 153A-
354, G.S. § 160A-414). 

POSTING BONDS 

Bonds are required to be posted for moving permits and demolition permits for the City of Sanford.  Bonds may be 
posted in the form of cash, certified check or money order, at the time that a Demolition or Moving Permit is issued.  
Bonds are non-transferable. 

3. POSTING OF PERMIT CARDS:

Permit cards must be posted and building plans must be available at all times at the jobsite, or the inspection will not 
be performed and a $60 re-inspection fee will be charged. 
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4. INSPECTIONS 
 
 
 
The General Contractor or the person that the Building Permit was issued to must make all inspection requests.  
(Footings, Foundations, Rough-Ins, Insulation, and Final for C.O.).  Electrical, Plumbing & Mechanical Contractors 
will be responsible to notify the General Contractor when ready for Rough-In, Final, and other inspections. 

 
**NOTE: When a construction project requires all four disciplines, i.e., Building, Electrical, Plumbing and 
Mechanical installations, each discipline will be inspected simultaneously, during one inspection trip.  Inspection 
requests should not be made unless each discipline is ready for a rough-in inspection.  
A minimum of one (1) day notice is required for all inspections. 

 
All inspections must be called in by the correct address and permit number. 

 
Building Permit Cards must be posted and building plans must be available at the jobsite or the inspection will not be 
performed and a $60 PENALTY FEE WILL BE CHARGED. 

 
Inspection results will be provided at all jobsites.  Passed inspections will be indicated with the appropriate section of 
the permit card posted on the jobsite.  Failed inspections will be identified with the posting of a orange “NOTICE” 
card accompanied by a “NOTICE OF ADDITION OR CORRECTIONS” sheet.  The Inspector will provide these two 
documents on the jobsite with the permit card. (G.S.§ 153A-352 and G.S.§ 160A-512). 

 
Calls to the inspection department concerning the status of inspections are discouraged.  Check permit card at jobsite 
for inspection results. 

 
Priorities for daily inspections will be as follows: 

 
1. Concrete pours.  (i.e. footing and slabs). 
2. Open ditches that are a potential danger to the public.  (i.e. water & sewer lines and underground electrical) 
3. Foundations. 
4. Restoration of Electrical Service to existing buildings. 
5. Mechanical Change-Outs / Repairs during extreme weather conditions. 

 
RE-INSPECTION FEES 
 

The Inspections Department will perform one follow-up inspection to ensure that corrections have been made.  
Additional inspections shall be termed “re-inspections”.   A fee of $60 shall be paid prior to any re-inspection trip.  
Temporary service poles not inspected in conjunction with footing or foundation inspections will be considered a re-
inspection.  There will be a $60.00 re-inspection fee charge if a scheduled inspection is not ready when the inspector 
arrives on the jobsite. 

 
Any inspection that requires that the owner provide access (i.e. Building, Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing) the re-
inspection fees will be as follows: 

• 1st Inspection Trip – No Charge.  Door Hanger will be left instructing owner to schedule an inspection. 
• 2nd Inspection Trip, and subsequent trip will result in a $60 Re-Inspection Fees per Re-Inspection Trip until 

Inspection is approved.  Contractor will be responsible for paying Re-Inspection Fees prior to any Re-
Inspections. 
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FEE SCHEDULE, SANFORD/LEE COUNTY  
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

SANFORD/LEE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

Petition of Zoning Text Amendment 
$180 

Petition for Zoning Map Amendment 
$240 

Petition for Conditional Zoning Map Amendment 
$360 

SANFORD/LEE COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

Variance Application $240 
Special Use Application $240 
Additional Fee for review of application for Special 
Use Permit for telecommunications tower per 
Sect.5.33.8 of UDO 

$4,000.00 

Appeals $240 

SITE PLAN REVIEW 

SUBDIVISION PLATS 

Preliminary Plat (Major Subdivision) $120 plus $2.50 
per lot/dwelling unit 

Final Plat (Major Subdivision) No charge 
Minor Subdivision Plat $60.00 

ANNEXATIONS AND STREET CLOSINGS 

$60.00 for the first 10,000 square feet or thirty (30) dwelling units, plus 
$2.50 for every additional 1,000 square feet or dwelling unit. 

For annexation and street closing petitions, property owners are 
responsible for costs associated with advertising, recording fees, and 
required mail notifications.  The property owner, or their agent, for newly 
petitioned annexed areas shall be responsible for paying the rezoning 
fee, as set forth in this schedule, to assign zoning to the annexed area.   
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