
 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SANFORD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
7:00 PM, MONDAY  SEPTEMBER 28, 2009 

SANFORD MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 

 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Commissioners Present:        Al Roethlisberger, Ed Page, David Nestor, 
     Brandon Atkins & Donnie Worley 
 
Commissioners Absent  Shannon Gurwitch 
 
Staff Present:    Liz Whitmore, Anne Sears  
 
Government Official Present:   Councilman Charles Taylor 

Susan Patterson, City Attorney  
   
Citizens    Tim Mercer, Nadia Durand 
 
 

APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES FOR AUGUST 24, 2009 AND 
THE AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 28,  2009. 

 
Chairman David Nestor called the meeting to order, and called the roll.  
 
At this time Staff Whitmore asked to move Citizen Tim Mercer’s discussion about Staff Update 
under New Business.   Chairman Nestor asked for an approval of agenda.  Commissioner 
Roethlisberger moved to approve the agenda as amended, and seconded by Commissioner Atkins. 
 
Chairman Nestor asked for the approval of the minutes.  Commissioner Roethlisberger moved to 
approve the minutes, and seconded by Commissioner Atkins. 
 
There was no one to be sworn in. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Citizen Tim Mercer came up to speak.  He shared that they were going to ask Jeff Hartman, who 
lives at 509 Greensboro Avenue to be the fourth member to be added to the Hawkins Avenue 
Committee. Tim also stated that if this meets the board’s approval, that they will meet, and by the 
next meeting that they should have substantial information to share.  Commissioner Atkins made a 
motion to approve Jeff Hartman, as a member of the group committee for the Hawkins Avenue, 
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and it was seconded by Commissioner Roethlisberger and the motion passed unanimously.  Tim 
Mercer left at this time.   
 
STAFF UPDATE: 
 

 Staff Update was brief by Staff Whitmore.  She shared that Mary Bridges of Sunset Drive 
came in and is contributing to the newsletter.   

 Staff Whitmore summarized the data base of approved COA’s during the month of 
September.   

 
At this time Susan Patterson, the City’s attorney came up to speak, and said she was here tonight at 
the request of the City Manager.  Mrs. Patterson’s said that she wanted to let this board know that 
the City Manager is working with Council members, so that the HPC board will have a 
representative from our City’s legal department or have an outside Council member available for 
your meetings.  Mrs. Patterson continued to share that Mr. Hegwer thinks this will help with the 
process, and the quasi-judicial hearing.  Mrs. Patterson discussed the possibility that she may be 
there, or it could be someone from the county’s attorney office or someone from the outside.  Mrs. 
Patterson said to the board, that she knew that the board was in the process of rewriting the Rules 
and Regulations, and she said that she would be glad to provide assistance when needed.  Mrs. 
Patterson relayed to the board their time was appreciated, and if any of them had questions to 
contact your staff person. 
 
Mrs. Patterson explained the reason behind the guidelines. Her explanation was:  The   guidelines 
are there for a reason. The suggestions are not rules to follow they are not black and white.  They 
are there to assist you in your decision as to whether the application would allow a change to be 
made in historical property, that is congruous or not of the neighborhood, and we use the 
guidelines to determine that to support that decision.  Mrs. Patterson commented, you (the HPC 
board) are here because people are trying to make a change or a difference, and the board is the 
release valve- for those people whom are seeking change to the property, and to which your 
primary focus is to keep the historic district  (historic).  She continued to say that you get to 
determine whether it is the right thing to do or not, and there is a period of time in which they have 
the right to present evidence, sworn testimony under oath. She also stated if someone is going to 
speak and give evidence of the case, that they do have to be sworn in, and explained that there is a 
period of time in which they get to appeal, or otherwise its stands.  Commissioner Roethlisberger 
asked what happens if we have an even number of the board and quorum present and there is a 
split decision, and how do we address that.  Mrs. Patterson said the more appropriate thing to say is 
at the beginning of the hearing, Mr. applicant, we have a three to three board here, you don’t have 
any majority or three-fourths to have to pass something at this level, it is a majority voting board, 
so you say you have a split board here, and there is a possibility for a tie, do you wish to precede 
tonight or would you like to reschedule for the next meeting.  If he precedes, and you have to take 
it forth, you can deliberate with each other when it looks like the first vote is three to three to see if 
you can get to a vote that is not three to three.  The Chairman declares the vote, and the vote is 
what it is.  Mrs. Patterson continued to say, if no one is being swayed, then it is unsent, and the 
application is three to three then the application doesn’t pass.  Councilman Taylor asked about 
specific training in this field and asked if it was being looked at.  Mrs. Patterson commented yes, 
and gave several alternatives.  Those to contact are: 1. Susan Condlin at the Extension Office.  2. 
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Training tapes are available. 3. There is also a Board of Adjustment tape. 4. At the city’s request 
they could bring someone in.  The application procedure was discussed, the importance of the 
Finding of Fact decision, evidence, and what is presented to the board.  Mrs. Patterson shared that 
the city is trying to find the right attorney. We have to find a person that is schooled in that area, or 
it could become one of my duties, or in the meantime staff has access to me.  Mrs. Patterson also 
recognized that your staff person is the best person to ask the question too, and for them to ask the 
attorney.  A discussion was held among board members to set a fee for a COA.  At the moment 
there is no charge.  Mrs. Patterson expressed to the board, before closing, that when you do the 
Rules and Procedures to keep it manageable, something that people can understand, and people 
friendly.  
 
 
Chairman Nestor asked Staff Whitmore if she had gotten the map redone on the Lee Avenue.  Staff 
Whitmore said Don Kovasckitz will have to work on it for any corrections that need to be done, 
and she will e-mail everyone the information before the next HPC meeting.  At this time, Staff 
Whitmore introduced one of the guest, Nadia Durand, whom has purchased a house on Gulf Street, 
and has applied for one of the positions on the HPC board.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Draft  Rules and Procedures:  
 
Staff Whitmore said she had e-mail the current updated guidelines.  Commissioner Roethlisberger 
had three questions on the portion that has been already completed.  These were discussed and 
corrections were made. Continuing of the draft of Rules and Procedure was completed, and Staff 
Whitmore will make revisions, and forward it to Susan Patterson for legal review. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
With no further business to come before the Chairman Nestor entertained a motion to adjourn.  
Commissioner Page moved, and it was seconded by Commissioner Atkins and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Adopted this ________________ day of _________________________ 
 
      BY: ______________________________ 
                         
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
Elizabeth Whitmore, Historic Planner II 
 
 
 
 


