MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANFORD
SANFORD, NORTH CAROLINA

The City Council met at the Sanford Municipal Center, 225 E. Weatherspoon Street, on
Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 7 P.M., in the Council Chambers. The following people were present:

Mayor T. Chet Mann Mayor Pro Tem James Williams

Council Member Byron Buckels Council Member Sam Gaskins

Council Member Charles Taylor City Manager Hal Hegwer

City Attorney Susan Patterson City Clerk Bonnie Davis

Absent:

Council Member Jimmy Haire Council Member Norman Charles Post, III

Council Member Rebecca Wyhof

Mayor Mann called the meeting to order. Council Member Byron Buckels delivered the
invocation. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Council Member Gaskins made the motion to approve the agenda. Seconded by Council
Member Taylor, the motion carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA
Approval of City Council Minutes Dated June 2. 2015 - (Filed in Minute Book 84)

Council Member Gaskins made the motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by
Council Member Buckels, the motion carried unanimously.

SPECIAL AGENDA

Presentation of Plaque Honoring Jane J. Smith for Her Service on the Environmental Affairs Board
Mayor Mann stated that this is a public acknowledgement of Jane Smith’s service to Sanford

and Lee County for work on the Environmental Affairs Board from July 1996 through June 2015.

Recognition of Young Commissioners
Mayor Mann acknowledged several Lee County students serving as Young Commissioners

who were in attendance and thanked them for their interest in community service.

DECISION ON PUBLIC HEARING

Amendments to Table 4.6-1 Permitted Use Matrix to add two new uses, “Commercial Solar
Collector” and “Residential Solar Collector”, and amendments to Article 5 to create a new Section
5.39 to indicate that the Commercial Solar Collector use shall be permitted as a Special Use with
development standards in the RA, RR, R-20, R-14, R-12SF, R-12, MF-12, NC, HC, C-1, C-2. O&I,

LI and HI zoning districts and to create a new Section 5.40 for Residential Solar Collector Facilities
design standards — (Exhibit A)

Ordinance Amending the City of Sanford Unified Development Ordinance — (Exhibit B)
Community Development Director Marshall Downey explained that the Planning Board has
recommended this text amendment to the UDO to address new standards for solar farms. They
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recommend adoption of standards as presented by staff and recommend adding a requirement that
the decommissioning bond be updated annually by the solar farm provider with a fiscal estimate and
bond relative to the life of the solar farm. There is concern that bonds issued at the beginning of
projects may not be adequate to cover decommissioning plans in the future unless they are updated.

Mr. Downey stated that Dennis Richter and Jerry Duzek, representatives of the two solar
farm projects under construction, have requested five year renewals rather than annual renewals.
Mr. Downey consulted with City Attorney Patterson and found there are some concerns with five
year bond renewals. It also appears that precedent has already been set for annual renewals, since
the City’s policy requires them for cell tower projects and subdivision performance guarantees. He
had no information on renewal costs.

Council Member Taylor noted that in his experience, annual renewals are standard practice.
He also stressed the importance of staff and Planning Board recommendations since this is a new
industry. Mr. Downey added that while solar farms are new to our area, bond renewals are not
unique since they been required for cell tower projects and subdivision performance guarantees.

Council Member Taylor made a motion that Council accept staff recommendations as
presented with an additional requirement that bonds be renewed annually throughout the project.
Seconded by Council Member Gaskins, the motion carried unanimously. Mayor Mann added that
should annual renewals become overly burdensome, requirements can be modified.

REGULAR AGENDA
Consider Resolution in Support of the Temporary Closure of Portions of Several Streets for the
Purpose of a 5K and 10K Fun Run and Fundraiser — (Exhibit C)

Street Superintendent Magda Holloway explained that this is the sixth annual fundraising
event for CARA. It includes the same residential streets in the historic district as previous years,
along with a state maintained road and a portion of the greenway. She recommended Council
approval, pending receipt of appropriate insurance verification for the event.

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the ordinance. Seconded by Council
Member Buckels, the motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Mann congratulated Ms. Holloway on her new assignment in the Town of Oak Island
and thanked her for ten years of service to the City.

Consider Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Enter Into Agreements for Utility Relocates —
(Exhibit D)

City Engineer Paul Weeks explained that staff has typically executed these agreements;
however, Windstream now requires execution by a City official along with a resolution of support.

Council Member Gaskins made a motion to approve the ordinance. Seconded by Council
Member Williams, the motion carried unanimously.

OTHER BUSINESS
Council Member Taylor stated that he would like to see the return of fireworks and a parade
for next year’s Fourth of July celebration. He recommended Youth Council involvement and that
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planning begin soon. He noted that rumors of accidents at the newly opened roundabout on
Hawkins Avenue were unfounded. DOT reported no accidents, although there were some cases of
curbs and medians being hit. Additional concrete work has been done at Amos Bridges Road for
road widening. Regarding signage on the Highway 421 By-Pass exits, the signs are designed to
magnify information when headlights hit the reflective sheeting; however, due to downhill land
contours, headlights are not hitting appropriately. He has been told that DOT will be addressing this
issue. He also noted that the Smoke & Barrel was open this past Monday night, which has not been
typical for local businesses and suggested the possibility of changing Concerts in the Park from
Thursday to Monday night. He also expressed concerns with recent changes to parking regulations
in the Historic District. Since the City receives funding from SHPO (State Historic Preservation
Office), we are subject to their guidelines, including a 30 day comment period for changes.

Council Member Gaskins stated that meetings have been held with the County regarding
Brick Capital. Information will soon be available on the possible purchase of the Makepeace
Building and lots received from the City in order to relieve them of the property tax burden.

Council Member Buckels thanked the Young Commissioners for attending the meeting and
for their involvement with the community.

Mayor Mann stated that Council has been invited to the Project Safe Neighborhood call-in
on July 13. Citizens Academy will begin its second session on July 20. He thanked The Sanford
Herald for their coverage of this year’s budget and Council for their hard work on it. He has also
received several calls and complements on the roundabouts and hopes improvements will enhance
the area and spur activity since that exchange will now serve as a welcoming gateway into the City.

Regarding news of local business closures, Mayor Mann noted that it is unfortunate to see a
business or restaurant close but he was bothered by comments that it was due to a lack of
community support. He thinks our community wants new business, but it is incumbent on any
business not to be too underfinanced and or ill equipped to succeed, since it is difficult to open and
sustain a business. He stated his hope that the revitalization projects will bring a new marketing
perception, we will have more restaurants open on Monday nights and we will entice and attract
new citizens. We are already seeing lots of private investment; our Planning and Permitting
departments are busier than they have been in many years. It is primarily commercial projects,
which is exactly the result we hoped revitalization will bring. Smart business people look for
undervalued investments in places where communities are investing in themselves. He has received
no complaints from merchants or citizens, who appear to be quite patient and welcoming to the
changes taking place.

Council Member Taylor noted that additional information is due from staff on the Brick
Capital project.

City Attorney Susan Patterson stated that a motion was needed for Council to go into closed
session in accordance with NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with an attorney employed by the
public body in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege and to give instructions to an attorney
concerning the handling or settlement of a claim, judicial action or administrative procedure. This
motion was made by Council Member Gaskins, seconded by Council Member Buckels and passed
unanimously.
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Mayor Mann stated that Council would adjourn into Closed Session and there would be no
additional business to discuss after they conclude.

ALL EXHIBITS CONTAINED HEREIN ARE HEREBY INCORPORATED
BY REFERENCE AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.

RETURN FROM CLOSED SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Gaskins made the motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Council
Member Buckels, the motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

e

T. CHET MANN, MAYOR

ATTEST:

i
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BO DAVIS, CITY CLERK



