
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANFORD 

SANFORD, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
 The City Council met at the Sanford Municipal Center, 225 E. Weatherspoon Street, on 
Tuesday, January 18, 2011, at 7:00 P.M.  The following people were present: 
 
 Mayor Cornelia P. Olive   Council Member Walter H. McNeil, Jr. 

Council Member Sam Gaskins  Council Member James Williams 
Council Member L. I. (Poly) Cohen  Council Member Linwood S. Mann, Sr.  

 City Attorney Susan C. Patterson  City Clerk Bonnie D. White 
City Manager Hal Hegwer       

 
Absent: 
 Mayor Pro Tem Mike Stone 

Council Member Charles Taylor 
 

Mayor Cornelia Olive called the meeting to order.  Council Member L. I. “Poly” Cohen 
delivered the invocation.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 No citizens signed up to speak. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Council Member Sam Gaskins made the motion to approve the agenda.  Seconded by 
Council Member Walter McNeil, Jr., the motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Approval of Law and Finance Committee Meeting Minutes Dated April 14, 2010 – (Filed in 
Vault) 

 
Approval of Law and Finance Committee Meeting Minutes Dated October 27, 2010 – (Filed in 
Vault) 

 
Approval of Law and Finance Committee Meeting Minutes Dated November 29, 2010 – (Filed 
in Vault) 

 
Approval of Law and Finance Committee Meeting Minutes Dated December 15, 2010 – (Filed in 
Vault) 

 
Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes Dated December 21, 2010 – (Filed in Minute Book 
75) 

 
Approval of Award of Bid for Fifth Street and Linden Street Water Line Replacement – (Exhibit 
A) 
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Approval of Capital Project Ordinance Amendment – Sewer Capital Project No. S0801 – 
(Exhibit B) 

 
Approval of Ordinance Amending the Annual Operating Budget of the City of Sanford FY 2010-
2011 – (Appropriation of Revenue Received from Issuance of Bonds for the WWTP Expansion) 
- (Exhibit C) 

 
Approval of Resolution to Award Contract 1 of the Big Buffalo Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Expansion Project - (Contingent upon approval of Contract 2 by NCDENR) – (Exhibit D) 
 
Approval of Resolution to Award Contract 2 of the Big Buffalo Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Expansion Project (Contingent upon approval by NCDENR) – (Exhibit E) 
 
Approval of Agreement for Continuing Disclosure Services By and Between City of Sanford, 
North Carolina, and FSC Continuing Disclosure Services, A Division of First Southwest 
Company – (Exhibit F) 

 
Approval of Ordinance Amending the Annual Operating Budget of the City of Sanford for FY 
2010-2011 – (Funds for the Bond Continuing Disclosure Agreement with First Southwest) - 
(Exhibit G)    
 
Approval of Ordinance Amending the Annual Operating Budget of the City of Sanford FY 2010-
2011 – (Purchase of Property in Jonesboro for Parking Lot) - (Exhibit H) 

 
Approval of Amendment to the Agreement with the State Energy Office – (Exhibit I) 

 
Approval of Consultant Services with Atlantic Associates PA for Proposed Skatepark – (Exhibit 
J) 
 

 ALL THE ITEMS LISTED ABOVE WERE DISCUSSED AT THE LAW AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING ON JANUARY 12, 2011. 
 
 Council Member L. I. “Poly” Cohen made a motion to adopt the consent agenda.  
Seconded by Council Member Sam Gaskins, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
SPECIAL AGENDA 
Consider Resolution of the Sanford City Council in Response to the Tragedy in Tucson, Arizona 
– (Exhibit K)  
 City Attorney Susan Patterson read a resolution in response to the tragedy in Tucson, 
Arizona where an act of violence took the lives of six people and injured thirteen, including 
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords.   
 
CASES FOR PUBLIC HEARING: held jointly with the Planning Board. 
Application by Mansour Rammouni - to rezone 0.04+/- of an acre of land, which was formerly 
a portion of a 0.38+/- acre tract addressed as 700 Charlotte Avenue, and was recently 
recombined into a 0.39+/- acre tract addressed as 111 San-Lee Drive, from General Commercial 
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(C-2) District to Residential Mixed (R-12) District. The property is the same as depicted on Lee 
County Tax Map 9653.08, formerly a portion of Tax Parcel 9653-21-5455-00 and currently a 
portion of Tax Parcel 9653-21-6487-00 Lee County Land Records. It is also illustrated as Tract 
1A as shown on a map entitled survey for “Shree Ram Sanford LLC” recorded in December of 
2010 in Plat Cabinet 2010, Slide 151, Lee County Register of Deeds Office. – (Exhibit L) 
 

Planner II Amy McNeill explained that planning staff has received a rezoning application 
from Mr. Mansour Rammouni requesting to rezone a 0.04 portion of a 0.38 acre tract of land 
from General Commercial (C-2) to Residential Mixed (R-12).   
 

The subject property is developed with the corner of an existing 720sf conventional style 
house.  In December of 2010, in order to make the property more marketable, the property 
owners legally shifted the property line to the west so that the house would no longer cross the 
property line and would comply with the current UDO minimum side-yard setback standards. 
This action altered the location of the property line, but did not affect the existing zoning; 
therefore, the property owner has now requested to rezone this portion of the property so that the 
entire tract of land developed with the house is zoned Residential Mixed (R-12).  
 

It should be noted that this request was facilitated by a financial institution’s (bank’s) 
requirements that the land be zoned appropriately for the use as a condition of loan approval. The 
current zoning of General Commercial (C-2) does not permit single-family dwellings and even 
though the house would be considered a legal nonconforming use (commonly referred to as 
“grandfathered”), the financial institution is not comfortable with the zoning as is and asked that 
the property owners request to rezone the 0.04+/- portion of land to Residential Mixed (R-12). 
 

The 2020 Land Use Plan does not identify a specific land use for the subject property; 
therefore, when considering the zoning of this property, current development trends and the 
surrounding zoning of the neighborhood should be considered. 
 

Ms. McNeill said that based on the development of the subject property with the corner 
of a single-family residence and the large amount of Residential Mixed (R-12) zoning in the 
area, planning staff supports the request to rezone the subject property from General Commercial 
(C-2) to Residential Mixed (R-12).  
 

Please note that information presented at the public hearing may provide additional 
information that should also be considered regarding a final decision on the requested zoning 
map amendment. 
 
 Mayor Olive opened the public hearing.   Monsour Rammouni, better known as “Sam” 
spoke in favor.   He needs the property rezoned due to the condition of loan approval from the 
bank.    
 
 No one spoke in opposition.   The public hearing was closed. 
 

The Planning Board retired to the West End Conference Room. 
 



City Council Minutes 
January 18, 2011 
 

 4 

REGULAR AGENDA 
Consider Late Application for Exemption from Taxes from Brick Capital Community 
Development Corporation for Pin Number 9642-57-9792 – (Exhibit M) 

• Consider Late Application and Exemption from Taxes 
Council Member James Williams made the motion to grant the request to file a late 

exemption.  Council Member Walter McNeil, Jr., seconded the motion.   City Attorney Patterson 
said for clarification purposes that the motion needs to be to accept the late application and grant 
the exemption from taxes.  Mayor Olive asked Mr. Williams and Mr. McNeil if this was 
acceptable to them.  Council Member Williams and McNeil replied yes.   The vote was 
unanimous to accept the late application and grant the exemption from taxes.   

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

  
CLOSED SESSION 
 City Attorney Patterson stated that a motion needed to be made for the Council to go into 
closed session in accordance with N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4) and (5) to discuss matters relating 
to the location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public 
body and to establish or instruct the public body staff or negotiating agents concerning the 
position to be taken by or on behalf of the public body in negotiating the price and other material 
terms of a contract or proposed contract for the acquisition of real property. So moved by 
Council Member Walter McNeil, Jr. and seconded by Council Member Sam Gaskins, the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 ALL EXHIBITS CONTAINED HEREIN ARE HEREBY INCORPORATED BY 
REFERENCE AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
            With no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned on 
motion of Council Member L. I. “Poly” Cohen; seconded by Council Member Sam Gaskins, the 
motion carried unanimously. 
                                       
      Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
___________________________________ 

      CORNELIA P. OLIVE, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________ 
BONNIE D. WHITE, CITY CLERK 
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