
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANFORD 

SANFORD, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
 
 The City Council met at the Sanford Municipal Center, 225 E. Weatherspoon Street, on 
Tuesday, May 5, 2009, at 7:00 P.M.  The following people were present: 
 
 Mayor Cornelia P. Olive   Council Member Linwood S. Mann, Sr. 
 Mayor Pro Tem Joseph Martin  Council Member James G. Williams 

Council Member Charles Taylor  Council Member Walter H. McNeil, Jr. 
Council Member Mike Stone   Council Member Steve Brewer  
City Manager Hal Hegwer    City Attorney Susan C. Patterson  
City Clerk Bonnie D. White    

 
 Mayor Olive called the meeting to order.   Council Member James Williams            
delivered the invocation.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Jim Womack, residing at 1615 Boone Trail Road, said that he is a retired army officer, 
Gulf War veteran, and a full-time volunteer in several of Sanford’s civic organizations.    He 
lives in Ward 2 and his Council Member is Charles Taylor.    He wanted to express his strong 
desire for Council to take action tonight by voting in favor of changes that have been proposed 
and coordinated for the City’s animal control ordinance permitting chickens to be kept in coops 
or pens within the City.   He said that the citizens of Sanford want their elected Council 
representatives to be problem solvers and to show integrity and reliability in their actions.   Mr. 
Womack stated that they want Sanford to be a progressive City, one in which the public good 
takes precedence over the individual preferences or idiosyncrasies of Council Members.  He 
added that for the past five and one-half months, he has sought to assist Council Members in 
implementing some simple changes to the ordinance; whereby, its citizens who wish to keep 
female chickens in coops within the City limits would be permitted to so.  He commended 
Council Members Steve Brewer, James Williams, and Joe Martin in that they earnestly sought to 
accomplish changes that would serve the community well.  He continued that not all Council 
Members have sought to provide constructive feedback in support for this initiative.    
 
 Mr. Womack stated that Art Blystone, a fellow veteran who faithfully served his country 
in the Korean War, is within two weeks of being forced to give away or destroy the chickens he 
has been raising for over sixteen years, because Council has not found a way to achieve 
compromise on language to permit chickens in the City limits.  He said that virtually every other 
community in North Carolina has few, if any, restrictions on its citizens keeping and raising 
chickens within the City limits.  Mr. Womack said that Raleigh, Charlotte, Chapel Hill, and 
Durham permit hens to be retained for egg-producing purposes so long as the birds are kept in a 
sanitary, healthy, and confined manner.    Mr. Blystone raises his eggs for the kids at his wife’s 
daycare, and for people at the homeless shelter.  He requested Council to put this issue to a vote 
tonight.    
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 Art Blystone, residing at 2204 Lee Avenue, spoke.   Mr. Blystone said that he is a Korean 
War veteran and a long-time resident of Sanford.   Mr. Blystone requested change in the City 
municipal code so that he could keep his chickens he has been raising for the past sixteen plus 
years.  About six months ago, city inspectors noticed his chicken coop when they were out 
investigating an animal complaint by his neighbors in his neighborhood.  Even though the 
complaint was not about his chickens, he was given a citation for violating the City ordinance by 
having chickens within the City limits.   Since that time, Mr. Womack and he have been working 
closely with City officials and officers to make a change to the ordinance to allow chickens in 
the City limits.   He said that his time is running out.   If City Council fails to implant a change in 
this ordinance soon, he will have to destroy or give away his chickens which have become an 
important part of his life.  Mr. Blystone continued that losing these animals, would be like 
someone losing their pets.   In a typical week, his chickens lay five to eight dozen fresh eggs.    
The eggs are used by his family, his wife’s daycare, and he gives the eggs away to the homeless 
shelter run by Pastor Donald Kivett.   He keeps his chickens within a clean coop that is 
completely enclosed.    He added that his neighbors do not have a problem with him having 
chickens.  Mr. Blystone pointed out that the City is not enforcing this ordinance uniformly, 
because businesses in the City are allowed to openly violate the same ordinance.   The Town and 
Country business on Main Street and the Tractor Supply Company are keeping and selling 
chickens within the City limits and no one has enforced the ordinance to them.    
 
 Alexandria Reid, residing at 2117 Lee Avenue spoke.   She wanted to share an analogy to 
Council that she believes applies to the Sanford City Ordinance, specifically, the no chicken 
ordinance.   Ms. Reid stated that we are a country of laws.  When you operate a vehicle, there are 
laws that designate what you can do.   She continued that we have to have a license to operate a 
vehicle. You have to have insurance, a speed limit to follow, and all this is governed by laws.  
There are still going to be people that will break the laws; there will be speeders, drunk drivers, 
and people that do not get a license.   Ms. Reid added that at least there is a mechanism in place 
for law abiding citizens to follow the law.   Legislators have not entirely removed the privilege of 
driving because of drunk driving and people violating the law.  Legislators understand that the 
majority of people want to follow the law and there has to be a mechanism to follow.   Ms. Reid 
said that City leaders, in their opinion, are robbing citizens and families of food in these hard 
economic times and are actually encouraging animal cruelty.  She commented that people are 
penning chickens under their decks and putting them in their bedrooms.    She stated that Council 
is risking the health of the citizens by not allowing good citizens to follow the law.    She added 
that no is not working for Council and they need a mechanism in place.   
 
 Shirley Crissman, residing at 5960 Cox Mill Road, spoke.   She is representing the 
outreach mission and is the President of the Board of Directors of the outreach mission.  Their 
shelters are on Chatham Street and Third Street and both are in Ward 5 of Linwood Mann.   Ms. 
Crissman urged Council members to vote in favor of permitting residents to keep chickens inside 
the City as outlined in the proposed ordinance.   She said that the outreach missions rely 
exclusively on the material and financial support of churches and private donors.    Without these 
facilities in Sanford, Sanford would experience a substantial increase of the homeless street 
people every night of the week.  These people rely on the outreach mission to provide shelter and 
food for them while they seek and find work and participate in rehabilitation programs.   Ms. 
Crissman stated that their outreach mission’s food and financial needs exceed what they 
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presently are receiving and the local donations that the local churches are able to give.   They 
recently worked with Mr. Blystone, and the mission has been blessed by Mr. Blystone giving 
them the excess supply of eggs.  She said that she hoped Council will bring a compromise of the 
ordinance so Mr. Blystone can continue to give them eggs they need and for other citizens to 
lawfully have chickens to raise eggs.   
  
 Susan Rosenthal, principal manager of the J. T. Rosser Breadbasket, spoke.   She said the 
Breadbasket is represented by Council Member Walter McNeil of Ward 4.    This is the primary 
facility in which the poor, needy, and homeless population get a nutritious meal at no cost, 
Monday through Friday.  They typically feed between 150 to 300 people each day.  On Saturday, 
meals are provided at the Bread of Life Ministry located on Third Street and where Mr. Womack 
works on the weekends.    Ms. Rosenthal added that over the past year, the CLC, Mr. Womack, 
and she have worked closely together to make sure enough food gets distributed around the town 
to places where it is needed.    Other places they work with are HAVEN, the Men’s Shelter, the 
Women’s Shelter, and the Boys and Girls Club.  She supports the proposed changes to the 
animal ordinance and urged Council Members to vote for it.    Dairy products are hard to come 
by and they have to follow a budget.   Ms. Rosenthal said that she is under the impression that if 
people are allowed to keep chickens under this ordinance, that will be evenly shared.   A lot of 
the eggs could be donated to the Bread Basket and other agencies and it would help 
tremendously. 
 
 Pastor William E. Gorham, Jr., of the Abundant Life Ministries, located across from the 
courthouse is in Ward 5.  He resides at 218 Simmons Street and is in Ward 4.   He said that he 
supports the proposed changes in the ordinance.  His ministry reaches out to citizens across 
Sanford and Lee County and includes caring for the spiritual needs of our citizens, as well as, 
food distribution to home bound and needy families.  Pastor Gorham stated that his church 
participates with the Mayor’s Task Force on the homeless problem in Sanford.    They are in the 
early stages of planning for future work in this area.  He said he has a simple message for 
Council that he feels will give biblical foundation to support the deliberation on this ordinance to 
allow chickens.   It comes from the New Testament, Galations 6:9-10 which reads, “And let us 
not grow weary while doing good for in due season, we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”    
Pastor Gorham said the Council has been wrestling with the pros and cons of this chicken 
ordinance for many months.   He urged Council to persevere in seeking a suitable compromise 
for this ordinance.   This is an opportunity to bring about change that will benefit many Sanford 
citizens.   This vote for the proposed ordinance can help people to share food with less fortunate 
residents in our homeless shelters.  Change would align our City’s policy with other cities in 
North Carolina by restoring citizens’ privileges to keep a small number of chickens in 
appropriately maintained coops and pens.    
 
 Stephen Coble, residing at 3117 Kendale Drive, spoke. Mr. Coble said he is the 
administrator for Lee Christian School.   He is represented by Council Member Walter McNeil in 
Ward 4.   Mr. Coble said he has known Mr. and Mrs. Blystone for over twenty years.   Both 
individuals have excellent character and have proven to be the type of senior citizens who 
provide the moral bedrock for their own family and a great number of other people that know 
them.    During his time as administrator at two different schools, he observed the deep respect in 
which their grandchildren held them.   They have repeatedly given of their time to support school 
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programs and spent many late evenings at sport events.   Mr. Coble said that the Blystones took a 
personal hand in establishing the library at Lee Christian School and both have been directly 
involved with the school’s progress.   Mr. Coble said that Mr. Blystone believes as Christians 
that God is always in charge and what they do will always count for more than they say.    
 
 Keith Clark, residing at 233 Chris Cole Road, spoke on the employment situation.   He 
said we are going to have to change the way we educate and how we organize our workforce.  
There are approximately 8,000 unemployed people in Lee County.   He said that he has 
established a site on his website so that a person who is only a mildly user of the internet could 
make two clicks and see if there is a job in his/her job field within 50 miles of Sanford.   He has 
separated all his electronics into a separate site called http://workforlee.com.   It provides a way 
for people not familiar to do simple searches; it provides a link to free software to prevent them 
from having to buy Microsoft office at $300 to $400 in order to put together a good resume.   
 
 Billie Holsopple, residing at 301 E. Raleigh Street, stated that she is opposed to having 
chickens, because if you allow chickens, what is next.   Ms. Holsopple stated that if she wants 
her own organic milk, are you going to allow her to have a cow or goats.   Ms. Holsopple 
extended her deepest sympathy to the family whose daughter was shot and killed last Saturday. 
 
WELCOME 
 Mayor Olive welcomed Boy Scout Troop #941, sponsored by the First Baptist Church.    
She read the names of the scouts and adult leaders in attendance.      
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Council Member Taylor requested to add an item to the Regular Agenda – Consider 
Discussion and a Vote on the Proposed Chicken Ordinance.  City Manager Hal Hegwer 
requested to add two items to the Regular Agenda – (1) Consider Ordinance Amending the 
Annual Operating Budget of the City of Sanford FY 2008-2009, and (2) Consider Resolution in 
Support of the Temporary Closure of Ramseur Street for the Purpose of a Clothes Drive for the 
Needy.    

 
 On motion of Mayor Pro Tem Martin, seconded by Council Member James Williams, the 
amended agenda was approved.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Approval of January 14, 2009, Law and Finance Committee Minutes – (Filed in Minute Book 
71) 
 
Approval of March 17, 2009, City Council Minutes – (Filed in Minute Book 71) 
 
Approval of March 23, 2009, City Council Retreat Minutes – (Filed in Minute Book 71) 
 
Approval of March 25, 2009, City Council Retreat Minutes – (Filed in Minute Book 71 
 
Approval of April 1, 2009, Law and Finance Committee Minutes – (Filed in Minute Book 71) 
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Approval of April 7, 2009, City Council Minutes – (Filed in Minute Book 71) 
 
Approval of April 21, 2009, City Council Minutes – (Filed in Minute Book 71) 
 
Approval of Interlocal Agreement for Financial Services–(Exhibit A) 
 Amended Interlocal Agreement was approved with the Town of Broadway. 
 
Approval of Approval of Documents Related to NC Housing Finance Agency 2009 Urgent 
Repair Program  

 Approval of Grant Project Ordinance – NC Housing Finance Agency – (Exhibit B) 
 Grant Project Ordinance – NC Housing Finance Agency was approved.   Ordinance 
 sets up grant allocations for the $75,000 received from the NC Housing Finance 
 Agency and the $2,000 local match from the City for the Urban Repair Program 
 Project. 
 
 Approval of Ordinance Amending the Annual Operating Budget of the City of 

Sanford FY 2008 - 2009 – (Exhibit C) 
 Ordinance was approved to transfer the $2,000 commitment from the City into the 
 project grant ordinance for the Urban Repair Program Project. 
 

 Approval of City of Sanford Resolution Authorizing the Execution of Documents for 
the NC Housing Finance Agency 2009 Urgent Repair Program Project – (Exhibit D) 

 Resolution was approved authorizing the execution of documents for the NC Housing 
 Finance Agency 2009 Urgent Repair Program Project.  
 
 Approval of City of Sanford Assistance Policy for the 2009 Urgent Repair Program 

Project – (Exhibit E) 
 Assistance policy was approved that shows the explanation of the entire project. 
 Citizens receive this policy when they are selected.  The policy gives the information 
 on the income limits, the  type work we will perform on the homes that are eligible, 
 the eligibility requirements, and how the City tracks it for the State. 
 

 Approval of City of Sanford Urgent Repair Program Project- Procurement Policy –
(Exhibit F) 

 The Procurement and Disbursement Policies were approved.  It is used when  
 contractors are hired to perform the work. 
 
Approval of Resolution of the City of Sanford in Opposition to Pending Legislation Transferring 
Responsibility for a Portion of the State Highway System to Local Governments – (Exhibit G) 
 Resolution was approved in opposition to pending legislation transferring responsibility 
for a portion of the State highway system to local governments.   

 
Approval of Award of Bid for 2009 Street Resurfacing – (Exhibit H) 
 Riley Paving was awarded the low bid of $278,435.48 for the 2009 Street Resurfacing 
project.   
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   Approval of Health Insurance Funding and Renewal of Blue Cross/Blue Shield Contract for 
2009-2010 – (Exhibit I) 
 Renewal of Blue Cross/Blue Shield Contract for health insurance was approved for fiscal 
year 2009-2010. 
 
 The consent agenda items were approved upon motion of Council Member Linwood 
Mann.   Seconded by Council Member Mike Stone, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
Consider Endor Trail Supplemental Grant Agreement (Stimulus Funding) – (Exhibit I) 
 Community Development Director Bob Bridwell advised that the City has been approved 
for $500,000 under stimulus funding for the Endor Trail.  He gave some background information 
on the project.   The City had already received an appropriation of $850,000 and there was a 
“take back” and the Council added $171,000 to make the project total $859,000 originally.   The 
stimulus funding is in supplement to that appropriation and Council’s previous action.   The total 
funding would be $1,359,000 for Endor Trail extending from Kiwanis Family Park to almost 
U.S. Highway 421.    
 
  Mr. Bridwell explained that as part of the process, we were advised in March that if we 
could make the project shovel-ready, then we could be included in the funding.    Staff was 
advised that the only thing the City needed to do to make it happen, was to complete all the 
easement agreements with the property owners, which were already in progress.     Staff received 
all the easements before the end of the month which were required by North Carolina 
Department of Transportation.  In the process, staff identified one property owner who was 
concerned about the ability to develop his property on Spring Lane – the sliver of property on 
Spring Lane where the Riverbirch corner sign is located.   The property owner was concerned 
that he would not be able to develop that property if we follow the easement as it was identified.   
In order to expedite the process in getting the agreements, staff initiated an early agreement to 
relocate that easement once the project was underway.  Once this was introduced to the 
Department of Transportation, they advised this would not be acceptable.    So, the City offered 
the suggestion that we could relocate that easement later on if necessary.   An agreement relative 
to this fact has been drawn up and delivered to the property owner and he is in general agreement 
with that process. 
 
 Mr. Bridwell stated that, in order for the City to be a part of the stimulus program, we 
have to have Council’s endorsement for the $500,000 supplemental agreement.  Also, at some 
point in the future, the City may have to relocate the trail in order to accommodate the 
developer’s possible development of that property.   The Department of Transportation also has 
to concur with it.    We could be bidding the project as early as next month. 
 
 City Manager Hal Hegwer clarified for the record that this approval for the agreement is 
subject to three contingencies.   First, we have to get the agreement from the property owner who 
is agreeable to allow us to put the trail on his property; however, we may have to move it in the 
future.  Mr. Hegwer said that we have to have the property owner to be okay with this 
agreement; the North Carolina Department of Transportation has to be okay with this agreement, 
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and  Council needs to realize there could be a looming cost at some point.   If the trail has to be 
moved, it could cost up into the range of $180,000.     
 
 Council Member Mike Stone said that we are getting $1.3 million for $180,000.   This 
development is for long term and it comes at a time when we need this money in our economy; it 
could not come at a better time.    
 
 Council Member Mike Stone made the motion to approve the grant agreement with the 
contingencies suggested by the manager.   Seconded by Council Member Walter McNeil, Jr., the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consider Ordinance Establishing No-Parking Zones Along Keith Drive and Portions of 
Industrial Drive and Frazier Drive of the City of Sanford – (Exhibit J) 
 Mr. Hegwer advised that this ordinance establishes no-parking zones along Keith Drive 
and portions of Industrial Drive and Frazier Drive.    Council Member Linwood Mann made the 
motion to adopt the Ordinance Establishing No-Parking Zones Along Keith Drive and Portions 
of Industrial Drive and Frazier Drive of the City of Sanford.  Seconded by Council Member 
Steve Brewer, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consider Development Report – (Exhibit K) 
 Community Development Director Bob Bridwell gave an update on new development 
requests as listed on Exhibit K.   
 
Consider Ordinance to Amend the City of Sanford Code of Ordinances Chapter 4, Animals. – 
(Exhibit L) 
 Mr. Jim Womack presented Council with copies of the ordinance he prepared to amend 
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 4, Animals.  City Attorney Susan Patterson stated that Mr. 
Womack approached her about the ordinance that had been before Council in March.  She 
advised that Mr. Womack came up with the ideas of what he wanted to put in the ordinance; she 
just helped him to write it in ordinance form.  This is not an ordinance endorsed by the City 
Attorney’s office.     
 
 Attorney Patterson read the proposed ordinance (Exhibit L) prepared by Mr. Womack.    
Council Member Charles Taylor thanked Mr. Womack for his diligence, persistence, and 
patience in putting together this ordinance.    He said as Council is aware there was discussion 
last week and a consensus was made not to pursue this issue.    Mr. Taylor said that he has had 
conversations over the last 72 hours with people involved on both sides of this issue.   He added 
that it was Mr. Womack’s desire to have this issue to come before the governing body and to get 
a respectful vote either for or against a change in our ordinance as it relates to animals.    
 
 Council Member Charles Taylor made the motion that we take a vote on this ordinance 
with a slight alteration, striking Section 4-11 Neighbor Consent out of the ordinance.   Council 
Member James Williams seconded the motion. 
 
 Mayor Pro Tem Martin applauded Mr. Womack for his passion to his fellow man.    He 
said this has been a tough issue and Council has heard from a lot more people that do not want it 
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than want it.    Mr. Martin said that they have spent numerous hours trying to get everybody on 
the same page that they could feel good about making it happen, but it was not possible.  
However, the amount of compassion this board has shown for a chicken ordinance is 
unbelievable.    The issue that makes him support the ordinance is so many more cities and 
towns allow it, than don’t allow it, so it cannot be that bad.  Mr. Martin said that if it does not 
work, then we will have to fix it.  
 
 Council Member Steve Brewer stated that the reason for the neighbor’s consent is 
because Mr. Williams went to Mr. Blystone’s house and saw his chickens and how well the 
coop is kept.      Mr. Brewer said that he is a stickler for aesthetics and the value of homes and 
neighborhoods.   Mr. Brewer added that he has spoken with a lot of people on what they thought 
and it all came back to your neighbor; that is the reason he wanted the neighborhood consent 
clause in the ordinance.   Wake Forest has an ordinance that includes this in it, because if your 
neighbor does not want chickens, they will keep filing a complaint and the chickens will be 
gone.   The neighborhood consent is really a clause to find out where the potential problem is 
right away.     The question came about what if you move.  Mr. Brewer said if he lets his 
neighbor have chickens and he wants to sell his property, the person who buys the property 
knows that the neighbor has chickens.   He continued if he knew it was going to hurt his 
property value, he would not let his neighbor have chickens.  It works well for Wake Forest. 
 
 Council Member Brewer made a substitute motion to keep the ordinance as is with the 
inclusion of the neighborhood clause.  Council Member Taylor stated that he showed the 
previous revision of this ordinance to quite a few people in the last 48 hours.   There were two 
points that were being brought up.   One was the neighborhood consent.   He thought about all 
the complaints he has entertained over the last two years and those complaints evolved from a 
neighbor’s problem with another neighbor; just because you have consent today does not mean 
you will have consent tomorrow when your neighbor’s dog attacks a child.    You will not have 
that continuity constantly and there are a lot of issues between neighbors that exists that end up 
escalating and not being removed.   With that said, he felt the same logic should be applied to 
issues such as fencing.   Mr. Taylor said we should apply the same logic to issues like fencing as 
well.   Council Member Brewer disagreed with Mr. Taylor. 
 
 Council Member Brewer’s motion died for the lack of a second.  Mayor Olive called for 
a vote on the motion made by Council Member Taylor. Attorney Patterson asked Mr. Taylor to 
repeat his motion for clarification purposes.   Council Member Taylor entertained a motion to 
accept the amended ordinance with the provision of Neighborhood Consent being removed from 
it.    Mr. Taylor said that he felt that everybody is entitled to their right for free speech and he 
vigorously defends it.   He concurred with Mayor Pro Tem Martin’s remarks regarding the 
agony over this issue, but unfortunately, you are not going to have people in the City that is 
going to always keep the same standards that the people before us have demonstrated tonight.  A 
couple of weeks ago, over 100 chickens were picked up by the library.   He appreciated the 
people that came and spoke tonight regarding chickens.    Mr. Taylor said he has heard from a 
lot of people in Ward 2 and Mr. Womack has mentioned that he resides in Ward 2.   Mr. Taylor 
said that he made a commitment to Mr. Womack that he was going to take it before Council 
tonight so that Mr. Blystone and he can get some closure.  Mr. Taylor said he respects the 
system and the rights they have in doing so. 
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  Mayor Olive called for a vote.   Council Members Joseph Martin, Linwood Mann, Steve 
Brewer, and James Williams voted to adopt the amended ordinance with the provision of 
Neighborhood Consent being removed from it.   Council Members Walter McNeil, Jr., Mike 
Stone, and Charles Taylor voted against the ordinance.    The ordinance passed in favor with a 
four to three vote. 
 
 Attorney Patterson advised that when you adopt something on the day of introduction, it 
takes a two-thirds vote or 5 of 7 to pass it.   If it passes less than two-thirds vote, it has to be 
voted on at another meeting and then it can pass by a majority vote.   This ordinance will be on 
the next Council meeting agenda.   
 
 Mayor Pro Tem Martin questioned his vote and if he could change it at the next meeting.   
He said that after thinking about what Mr. Brewer said about the neighborhood consent, he 
thought about the neighborhood meetings that are held when rezoning requests are submitted.   
The neighborhood meetings have been so effective in the past eliminating a lot of 
misunderstanding before the request came to Council. 
 
 Attorney Patterson reiterated that the way the rule works is if this is the first time it has 
been introduced before Council, it requires a two-thirds vote to pass.   Since this was less than a 
two-thirds vote, it has to be voted on again at the next Council meeting. Yes, any vote can be 
changed.  If it does not pass by a majority, the process starts over.   It will be placed on the next 
Council agenda.    
 
Consider Ordinance Amending the Annual Operating Budget of the City of Sanford FY 2008-
2009 – (Exhibit M) 
 City Hal Hegwer advised that the ordinance amends the annual operating budget 
transferring $20,000 from Contingency to the Legal Department for legal fees.    
 
 Mayor Pro Tem Martin made the motion to adopt the Ordinance Amending the Annual 
Operating Budget of the City of Sanford FY 2008-2009.   Seconded by Council Member Steve 
Brewer, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consider Resolution in Support of the Temporary Closure of Ramseur Street for the Purpose of 
a Clothes Drive for the Needy – (Exhibit N) 
 Police Major Kevin Gray advised that a request has been received from the United 
Christian Women of the Blandonia Presbyterian Church to close a portion of Ramseur Street 
between Wall Street and Pearl Street on May 16, 2009, between 11 A.M. to 3 P.M.    They are 
requesting to close the street to feed and clothe the immediate hungry in the area.      
 
 Major Gray said that they have not provided the Certificate of Insurance yet.    He 
advised Martha Petty from the church that if approved, the request could be revoked if the 
Certificate of Insurance is not received in time.     
 
 Council Member Brewer made the motion to adopt the Resolution in Support of the 
Temporary Closure of Ramseur Street for the Purpose of a Clothes Drive for the Needy 
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contingent upon a Certificate of Insurance being submitted in time for the event.  Seconded by 
Charles Taylor, the motion carried unanimously. 
 

 ALL EXHIBITS CONTAINED HEREIN ARE HEREBY INCORPORATED BY 
REFERENCE AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 Council Member Stone thanked the people for showing up and expressing their concerns 
for chickens.   In two weeks if there is no huge opposition, it will probably be a unanimous vote.  
If there is not a huge outcry from the community, he will vote in favor of the ordinance. 
 
 Council Member Taylor thanked the Sanford Fire Department #2 and all the A shifts.  
Saturday night there was a fire at a co-worker’s home and it was due to the Fire Department’s 
timely response that she was able to save some of her contents.   
 
 Mr. Taylor announced that this Thursday is National Day of Prayer, at the Flagpole, at 12 
noon, at City Hall.   
 
 City Manager Hegwer announced that some council members and he will be attending 
Town Hall Day in Raleigh tomorrow.  It is sponsored by the North Carolina League of 
Municipalities.  It is a chance to interact with our state legislators and receive a briefing on the 
state of economy.   
 
 Mayor Olive added that we will present a list of laws or proposals to our legislators on 
Town Hall Day advising them of what we want them to support or oppose on different issues. 
 
 Mayor Olive congratulated the organizers of the Sanford Pottery.   It was a good 
attendance at the event and she thanked Bob Bridwell for his willingness to help out. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
            With no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned on 
motion of Council Member Walter McNeil, Jr.; seconded by Council Member Mike Stone, the 
motion carried unanimously. 
                                       
      Respectfully submitted, 
   

___________________________________ 
      CORNELIA P. OLIVE, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
BONNIE D. WHITE, CITY CLERK 
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