
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANFORD 

SANFORD, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
 
 The City Council met at the Sanford Municipal Center, 225 E. Weatherspoon Street, on 
Tuesday, April 21, 2009, at 7:00 P.M.  The following people were present: 
 
 Mayor Cornelia P. Olive   Council Member Linwood S. Mann, Sr. 
 Mayor Pro Tem Joseph Martin  Council Member James G. Williams 

Council Member Charles Taylor  Council Member Walter H. McNeil, Jr. 
Council Member Mike Stone   Council Member Steve Brewer  
City Manager Hal Hegwer    City Attorney Susan C. Patterson  
City Clerk Bonnie D. White    

 
 Mayor Olive called the meeting to order.   Council Member Mike Stone delivered the 
invocation.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – (Exhibit A) 
 James Peoples, residing at 1407 Washington Avenue, spoke.   Mr. Peoples stated that he 
appreciates everything the City of Sanford and Lee County has done for the Washington Avenue 
area.   He lives between Horton Park and the barbershop.   He has lived there for two years.   Mr. 
Peoples expressed concern over the speeding and the careless driving on Washington Avenue.    
He is afraid that someone is going to lose control and run into one of the homes.  He said there is 
also a preschool located next to the barbershop.    Mr. Peoples said he wants safety to come first 
in his neighborhood. 
 
 Keith Clark, residing at 233 Chris Cole Road, spoke.   He said that his overwhelming 
concern is 4,000 unemployed people in Lee County and that he would be sending the clerk an 
article to be distributed which he believes may explain what is really happening.   If it is true, the 
end of this recession will not bring the return of a significant number of jobs to our economy.    
He did a crosscheck of the various job search engines, and there are nine open listed jobs in 
Sanford on the internet, discounting the medical positions at the hospital. Mr. Clark said that 
unfortunately the City Council and the Commissioners are busy in a dispute over 911 that looks 
like the City is stonewalling the 911 issue.  He said, “It is because of that, that when the City 
government that furnishes me important services such as that, has a chief of police who is 
beyond the supervision of the city manager and this Council’s public issues concerning his 
performance go unaccounted for, it is time that the public understand what the insiders already 
know.   The position of the City of Sanford on the operation of the 911 center is an example.   It 
reports to the chief but should report to a neutral director reporting to the city manager.   I 
understand that one issue is that the chief does not want to dispatch fire calls to our volunteer fire 
department or 911 calls to Emergency Medical Services.   Perhaps, this is just a bargaining chip.    
But I believe this Council is more civic-minded than that; but it to seems to me to bow to the 
chief.  Chief Yarborough needs to understand that calling elected officials and asking them ---.”   
Mayor Olive told Mr. Clark that she would appreciate it that if he had a personnel complaint 
about Chief Yarborough that he should take it up with the city manager to whom he reports to.  
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The public comment period is not designed to attack city employees.   Mr. Clark replied that he 
has discussed this matter with the city attorney and he did not know if she has reached a 
conclusion.  He found no basis in law that justifies that restriction.  He said he would simply 
restrict his remarks in a way that are not critical.   Mr. Clark continued that it is the best way to 
deal with him is to sit down with him, eyeball to eyeball, have a discussion, and let him 
formulate his own opinion of an individual and see where they are coming from and not have to 
rely on the way the organization he works in seems to perform, (meaning the whole council or 
that individual whoever it is).   Attorney Patterson advised Mayor Olive that Mr. Clark’s time 
was up.   Mayor Olive advised Mr. Clark his three minutes were up.   He replied that he was 
interrupted.    Mayor Olive explained to Mr. Clark that the attorney stopped the clock, during the 
interruption.      Mr. Clark left the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
    On motion of Council Member Steve Brewer, seconded by Council Member James 
Williams, the agenda was approved.   
 
SPECIAL AGENDA 
Proclamation Declaring September 19, 2009, as “Play Day” for the City of Sanford, North 
Carolina - (Exhibit B) 
 Community Development Director Bob Bridwell advised that at a previous Law and 
Finance Committee meeting, it was discussed that staff is preparing an application for the City of 
Sanford to be a “Play City USA City.”  The application is currently under preparation and one of 
the requirements of the application is that as Play City USA Week, which is September 19 – 26, 
that the City specify or proclaim a Play City Day.  Staff has picked September 19, which is the 
first Saturday of that week.   The proclamation sets that day aside to celebrate our neighborhood 
parks and the children’s play areas throughout the City.   As part of the application, the City 
Council decided to name itself as the Play City Committee.  It is also required to designate three 
individuals - one representing government, one representing the community, and one 
representing business, to be members of that committee to be registered as playmakers.   The   
three representatives that have agreed to be on the committee and register with Kaboom as part 
of this application process as playmakers are Lee County Parks and Recreation Director John 
Payne – representing government; Chairman of the Recreation Commission April Montgomery – 
representing the community; and Dr. McConville – representing the business and professional 
community.   The application will be brought before City Council before the end of May for the 
mayor to execute and will transmit it to the national organization, Kaboom, which sponsors Play 
City. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
Consider Resolution in Support of the Temporary Closure of Portions of Several Streets for the 
Purpose of a Health and Exercise Awareness Walk-a-Thon - (Exhibit C) 
 Police Major Kevin Gray explained that the Christian Provision Ministries, located at 
1100 W. Garden Street would like to have a walk-a-thon, which they feel will help the quality of 
life in the community with health awareness and exercise.   The date for the walk-a-thon is this 
Saturday, April 25, from 9 A.M. until 11 A.M.   The church estimates that 100 to 150 will attend 
the event.   They are requesting street closures from the church on Garden Street to Harkey 
Road, to Hillwood Street to Primrose Lane, to Pinehurst Street and back to Garden Street, and 
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ending at the church.   The church plans to have a car follow to pick up individuals that cannot 
make it.   The officers on duty will be able to work these intersections at no extra cost to the 
City.  He explained that most of this area is residential, and there is no way to stop cars from 
leaving or arriving at their residence.   We will be able to stop them and make them aware of the 
situation; thus, slowing the traffic.   
 
 Council Member Taylor stated that the request for the street closure was dated March 18 
and the event is only several days away.  He asked if there was anything that can be done to 
shorten the time of processing the request.   Major Gray replied that you have several things you 
have to wait for such as the certificate of insurance from them, a letter has to be written to the 
state requesting permission to close the state streets and we have to have the response from the 
state, which was received today approving the request.    
 
 Council Member Mike Stone made the motion to adopt the Resolution in Support of the 
Temporary Closure of Portions of Several Streets for the Purpose of a Health and Exercise 
Awareness Walk-a-Thon.   Seconded by Council Member Walter McNeil, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
                                    
Consider Appointment to the Lee County Economic Development Corporation and Discussion - 
(Exhibit D) 
 City Manager Hal Hegwer advised that there is one opening on the Lee County Economic 
Development Commission and one opening on the Appearance Commission and both terms 
expire June 30, 2011.  There are also two openings on the Americans with Disabilities Act 
Compliance Committee.   These openings have been advertised in the Sanford Herald and also 
on the television station.   Mr. Hegwer stated that staff needs direction from Council if they have 
someone they would like to appoint, or if they want to readvertise these openings and seek more 
input, or if they want to hold these positions open until we receive better feedback.       
 
 Mayor Pro Tem Martin said that in previous years after advertisement, Council tries to 
find some key individuals that would be willing to serve.   He said a lot of people are hesitant to 
serve, but after you explain what the position entails, they come around and are willing to serve.   
Council Member Stone added that it would be a great time to get our Lee Leadership program 
involved.   There are several people in this program that see how the City operates and how we 
can serve our citizens.  It would be a great opportunity to get some younger people involved and 
become future leaders.   
 
 Council Member Steve Brewer made the motion to nominate and appoint Jeremy 
Hathcock by acclamation.   Seconded by Council Member Charles Taylor, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

 ALL EXHIBITS CONTAINED HEREIN ARE HEREBY INCORPORATED BY 
REFERENCE AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 Council Member Mike Stone referred to the gentleman who spoke earlier about the 
traffic on Washington Avenue.   Mr. Stone said that he is looking for a response from staff 
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concerning what we are doing about four-way stop signs.   He said Mr. McNeil has mentioned 
several times about a stop light on Washington Avenue and Fields Drive.   He felt we should 
start analyzing what we can do that is inexpensive to solve some of these problems.   He thanked 
Mr. Peoples for bringing his concerns to council.      
 
 Mayor Olive added that a representative from the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation has said that we may consider a four-way stop sign.   Mayor Pro Tem Martin said 
that one time when Mr. Ducker from the Institute of Government came and spoke to Council  
regarding the widening of roads in a subdivision for fire trucks to turn around on, that Mr. 
Ducker was completely against it because it has been determined that the wider the roads are, the 
faster people go.    
 
 Council Member Steve Brewer thanked the Police Department for their work.   He said 
the Salvation Army was broken into over the weekend and the officers that responded were very 
professional and the detectives did a fine job.   The commanders and captains at the Salvation 
Army were very pleased and satisfied with the response the Police Department gave them.    
 
 Council Member Williams said that in response to comments made by one of the 
individuals that spoke at the public comment period, he has attended several BRAC meetings 
and went on the rlm-communications website and typed in jobs and found 239 jobs in Sanford.   
For the people that are looking for work and are willing to do some computer navigating, they 
can go to www.buildbragg.com or www.rlm-communications which is Randy L. Moore, who 
does all the phone and fiber optic services for the Base Realignment people.  Mr. Williams said 
there are jobs out there.  Mayor Olive added that she spoke with Edith Edmond at the 
Employment Security Commission about having contractors from BRAC to come up here for a 
job fair and to have specifics about jobs so people know what they are applying for and sign 
them up right then.   Ms. Edmond told her that she has had some difficulty with that because she 
asked the contractors to list the jobs here with the Employment Security Commission.  Mr. 
Williams said you have to sign in, take a test on-line and put in your application.  He is talking 
about this on his radio station to get the word out to the people.   Mr. Williams said he knows of 
a gentleman that got a job as a concrete finisher down there.    
 
ADJOURNMENT 
            With no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned on 
motion of Council Member Linwood Mann; seconded by Council Member Steve Brewer, the 
motion carried unanimously. 
                                       
      Respectfully submitted, 
   

___________________________________ 
      CORNELIA P. OLIVE, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
BONNIE D. WHITE, CITY CLERK 
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