
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANFORD 

SANFORD, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
 
 The City Council met at the Sanford Municipal Center, 225 E. Weatherspoon Street, on 
Tuesday, February 3, 2009, at 7:00 P.M.  The following people were present: 
 
 Mayor Cornelia P. Olive   Council Member Linwood S. Mann, Sr. 
 Mayor Pro Tem Joseph Martin  Council Member James G. Williams 

Council Member Charles Taylor  Council Member Walter H. McNeil, Jr. 
Council Member Steve Brewer  City Attorney Susan C. Patterson 
Council Member Mike Stone   City Clerk Bonnie D. White  
City Manager Hal Hegwer      

 
 Mayor Olive called the meeting to order.    Council Member Mike Stone delivered the 
invocation.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 No citizens signed up to speak. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
    On motion of Council Member Mike Stone, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Joseph Martin, 
the agenda was approved.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Approval of January 6, 2009, City Council Minutes - (Filed in Minute Book 71) 
 
Approval of New Taxicab Company – (Exhibit A) 
 Approval of a new taxicab company – DAY Taxi Service was approved.   Juana Garcia-
Guillen is the owner of the company.   The business will be located at 154 McIver Street.    They 
will start with one cab, which will be blue with white lettering. 
 
Approval of Ordinance Amending the Annual Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2008-2009 - 
(Exhibit B)  
 Ordinance was approved amending the annual operating budget to transfer contingency 
funds to the Utility Fund Administration for the upgrade to the City’s Munis Utility Billing 
Customer Information System. 
 
Approval of Ordinance to Erect Stop Signs Within the City of Sanford Chapter 36, Traffic Code 
of Ordinance – (Exhibit C) 
 Ordinance to erect stop signs at the intersection of Winterlocken Drive at West Landing 
Drive in the West Landing Subdivision was approved. 
 
 The consent agenda items were approved upon motion of Council Member Steve Brewer.   
Seconded by Council Member Walter McNeil, Jr., the motion carried unanimously. 
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CASES FOR PUBLIC HEARING     
 
DECISIONS ON PUBLIC HEARINGS    
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
Consider Resolution Supporting and Authorizing the Submittal of a Historic Preservation Fund 
Grant Application to the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office – (Exhibit D) 
 Downtown Executive Director David Montgomery explained that the resolution supports 
a pass-through grant to the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office.   This comes as a 
recommendation from the City of Sanford Historic Preservation Commission which made this 
recommendation at its last meeting.  The National Historic Preservation Act authorizes matching 
federal grant funds to the State Historic Preservation Office and a portion of that needs to be 
dedicated to Certified Local Governments which the City of Sanford is and has been since 1997.    
 
 Mr. Montgomery advised that the total amount of funding that they have available this 
year is between $70,000 - $90,000.   The grants range in the amounts of $1,500 to $15,000.  The 
matching requirement is 40 percent so they cover 60 percent of the total cost.   Applications are 
due February 15, 2009.   Eligible projects include architectural and archaeological surveys, 
preparation of nominations of eligible districts and properties to the National Register of Historic 
Places, survey publication manuscripts, local government preservation plans and design 
guidelines, educational programs, and the preservation of properties listed in the National 
Register.  All projects, if awarded, will need to be completed by August 31, 2010. 
 
 Mr. Montgomery said the Historic Preservation Commission has recommended the City 
Council to submit a grant application to help hire a consultant to prepare a district nomination to 
the National Register of Historic Places for a historic area located in East Sanford consisting of 
approximately 160 to 185 structures.   This is the third time staff has applied for these funds.    
Anticipated cost of the project is $16,500.  The amount of the grant would be $9,900, with City 
of Sanford matching funds of $6,600.   Staff would know in the summer if the grant is approved, 
so the matching funds would come from next year’s budget.    Mr. Montgomery explained the 
benefits of being a historic district.  The biggest benefit is the eligibility for federal and state tax 
credits, particularly to an area that needs it.    
 
 Mr. Montgomery explained that this would be a reimbursement-type grant.   When the 
Finance Department budgets this, they would budget for the entire $16,500.   The City would 
pay the consultant and then apply for reimbursement from the State.     
 
 Council Member Mike Stone stated that this is the first part of getting back into East 
Sanford that Council has tried to find a way to help remodel and upfit the East Sanford borders.  
This is the first step of one of the many ways to get money in that area. 
 
 Mayor Olive asked what is the percentage of rental properties in the proposed district.   
Mr. Montgomery replied roughly 50 percent is rental property.   She wondered how much 
commitment the absentee property owners will be willing to make even if the structures qualify 
and should be restored and protected.   Mr. Montgomery stated that rental properties are eligible 
for 20 percent federal tax credits and 20 percent state credits.    Other communities have gone 
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through this process and it has brought back these communities.    It gives people incentives to 
make them owner occupied. 
 
 Mayor Pro Tem Joseph Martin made the motion to pass the Resolution Supporting and 
Authorizing the Submittal of a Historic Preservation Fund Grant Application to the North 
Carolina State Historic Preservation Office.   Seconded by Council Member Linwood Mann, the 
motion carried unanimously. 
  
Consider Ordinance to Amend the City of Sanford Code of Ordinances Chapter 16, Environment 
Article II. Nuisances Section §16-33 – (Exhibit E) 
 City Attorney Susan Patterson advised that this is an amendment to the nuisance section 
of the City’s Code.   Chapter 16 of our City Code is the Environment Section and there is a 
section on nuisances.    It states that nuisances are prohibited that are noxious and detrimental to 
the health.   There is an enumeration of conditions that are to nuisances that are not allowed, and 
this amendment would add to that list “Item 10 - any barbed wire, razor wire, concertina wire, 
or high voltage electric fence on a residential lot.”  Attorney Patterson stated that this is slightly 
modified from what Council last saw. It would state that “any electrified wire with a voltage 
over 24 volts is considered a high voltage electric fence,” and it would say that any residential 
lot that already has this would have a period of time in which to come into compliance with the 
ordinance; that would happen on or before January 1, 2011.    She said that if Council passed 
this ordinance, it would allow the City to enforce the prohibition against barbed wire fences on 
residential lots in the City.   It would give existing property owners time to be brought into 
compliance so people could have a period of time to rectify or correct the condition they have, 
and it would state that these fences are a nuisance and it would be enforced by our code 
enforcement department. 
 
 Council Member Mann asked if residential is considered an individual residence because 
this is being used in some housing developments to separate neighborhoods.  Attorney Patterson 
replied that a residential lot would be considered any residential lot.   The question would be, if 
it separates neighborhoods, is it on common area or not? Mr. Mann stated that the Sanford 
Housing Authority has been using this for about five years and it has cut down on break-ins and 
robberies.   Attorney Patterson advised that there was a change in the federal law in the last 
couple of years that dealt with not allowing barbed wire on housing authority property.   She 
said she would have to look at this issue.    Mr. Mann stated that it has been a great deterrent to 
them.   He continued that it separates two different neighborhoods.  Attorney Patterson stated 
that Assistant Community Development Director Marshall Downey may be able to explain 
whether the Housing Authority is considered a residential lot under zoning laws.    Mr. Downey 
advised that generally it depends on the intent, but typically if it is a housing unit for the 
purposes of zoning, it would be considered residential, whether it is multi-family or single-
family.   Attorney Patterson said that the intent, when it was drafted, was to not have a nuisance 
condition when police and fire respond to calls or emergencies, that they would have to go over 
a barbed wire fence, or face an electric wire, or any other situation, where there would be a need 
for service.   
 
 Council Member Mann made the motion to table this ordinance until it has been explored 
further and Mayor Pro Tem Martin seconded it.   Council Member Brewer asked if they can get 
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some answers on this and discuss it at Law and Finance on Wednesday.   The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

 ALL EXHIBITS CONTAINED HEREIN ARE HEREBY INCORPORATED BY 
REFERENCE AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 Council Member Brewer asked if the retreat dates have been selected.  Mr. Hegwer 
replied that he has not gotten feedback from all the council members; therefore, a date has not 
been set.    Mr. Brewer asked if this could be decided by the end of the week so they could set 
their schedules.    
 
 Council Member Taylor announced that Kirby Bowers was appointed as executive 
director of the Triangle J Council of Governments.  He gave an update from meetings he 
attended on the Parks and Recreation Board and the Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
 Mr. Taylor said he knew of a dog situation in Ward 2 where a resident has called four 
times, and this appears to be a system problem.   He commended Pat Garner in handling the call 
and taking action. 
 
     Mr. Taylor said on the back side of Hawkins Run and Acorn Drive on the service road, 
they have had a second incident there where someone has gotten turned around with the bypass.  
There is no current signage and the individual drove off of the ledge and crashed.   Mr. Taylor 
said there are no arrows; nothing indicating there is a turn.   This is the second incident in the last 
couple of months.    
 
 Mayor Olive recognized Cody Anglin, Code Enforcement Supervisor Carl Anglin’s 
grandson, who is doing a special project on the workings of city government for his sixth grade 
civics class at Western Harnett Middle School. 
 
 City Manager Hal Hegwer asked Council Members to give him the dates they are 
available to attend the retreat and to relay any items they would like to discuss at the retreat.   
  
ADJOURNMENT 
            With no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned on 
motion of Council Member Steve Brewer; seconded by Council Member James Williams, the 
motion carried unanimously. 
                                       
      Respectfully submitted, 
   

___________________________________ 
      JOSEPH E. MARTIN, MAYOR PRO TEM 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
BONNIE D. WHITE, CITY CLERK 
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